“SEE PARAGRAPH”
Statement: topic statement—one of the “supporting reasons” for why thesis is true or believable; an OPINION

Example: direct quotation or paraphrase taken from the “proof text,” the essay, article, book, everyday life, etc. you are writing about or analyzing; a FACT
Explanation: connect the dots; EXPLAIN why the details from the example you quoted PROVE that your topic statement is true and therefore that the thesis of your whole paper is true
Paper thesis: Robert Johnson presents an unsupportable argument when he says that most students in North Texas are irreparably hampered by their conservative religious upbringing.  


Johnson’s argument falls short in part because many openly religious students in North Texas display an eagerness to read books that have been banned in many of their churches.  For example, one of my students was a youth pastor in an extremely conservative church in North Texas.  He church had taught that the Harry Potter books supported witchcraft and the devil, and that good Christians should not read the books.  Johnson’s view of students in North Texas would lead me to believe that a student like this would most definitely not be willing to read Harry Potter.  However, (and here I would go on to EXPLAIN how the FACT that this student embraced the reading can be used to support my topic point and my main thesis for the paper—that is, my disagreement with Johnson). 
